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Which is more efficient for learning English

119

: phonetic symbols or phonics?
English seminor 1001

Purpose

To unify the function of phonics with phonetic
symbols and to find out whether phonics or
phonetic symbols are more effective for learning

English.

Method 1

We searched all 1,900 English words (excluding
derivatives) listed in Target 1900.We compiled the
spellings used for each phonetic symbol.

Consideration = Conclusions
Many phonetic symbols and their corresponding

spellings can be memorized as they are and used to
help with learning. In this experiment, scores
improved when phonetic symbols were used, so we
think that phonetic symbols are more effective for
learning English.

Future prospects

Result 1 We want to conduct the experiment again with more
Vowels subjects.
L €& 18 a au OU ) yethod 2
I y* ol er ou o0 (DSixteen students from our school were randomly
. . selected.
. I 9. au Iar jire (2)We did a dictation test.
e 5 u ear are (3)We set aside 10 minutes for memorization.
2 a u ar  ar (4)We conducted the dictation test again.
a. 0 er a o.r  or Result 2
A u al I usar ur ® before W after 15
o:r er oI oy* i :
Consonants
'E‘ 10
P P |n n [[Z S |ig
(/]
b b g ch ||J sh J§
m m B3 g S5 g€
t ot f f h h
d d vV V | | " phonics phonetic symbols
n n 6 th rr
" Research subject
k ¢ 0 th ||W W' s by rimes- mamsa—sy F1900[63THE] -
* A=t BFEXF
g 49 S S hw wWh* 15 s 2o chactne - tattmpitnE 7+
j u* ZyO R




Considering Whether Sendai City

Is a Livable City for Foreigners
English seminar 1002

120

INTRODUCTION

The number of foreigners coming to
Japan has been increasing in recent
years. Therefore, we will consider
whether Sendai is a livable city for
foreigners.

HYPOTHESIS

Compared to the others cities, Sendai
City’s social systems (categories (3),(6)
and(7)) may be not well established.

RESULT

In Sendai city,

e(1)Foreign population per 100,000
people and (2)Growth rate of foreign
residents and(6)Crime Rates tend to be
low.

eThere are few hospitals that accept

foreign patients per 100,000 people(®))

RESEARCH METHODS
1.Select cities to compare with sendai
City

(Hiroshima City,Chiba City,Fukui City,
Shinjuku Ward)
2.Make comparisons for those cities in
the following seven categories
(1)Foreign population per 100,000 people
(2)Growth rate of foreign residents @)
Employment capacity
(4)Number of hospitals that accept
foreign patients per 100,000 people
(5)Number of international school
(6)Rate of crime (7)Rate of traffic

| accidents

®m Sendai ®m Chiba

0.06

0.04

0.02

0.00

(®Rate of crime

Hiroshima ™ Shinjuku ™ Fukui

- Sendai - Chiba - Hiroshima
- Shinjuku - Fukui

@

@

B Sendal ® Chiba Hiroshima B Shinjuku & Fukui

0.015

0.010

0.005

0.000

(DRate of traffic accident

CONCLUSION and PERSPECTIVE

students at Tohoku University.

Sendai City can be considered safe due to its low crime and traffic accident rates, but it is
thought to have a small foreign population because support for foreigners is insufficient.
To know if Sendai is comfortable for students, we will do a survey for international
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What’s the Next Fashion Trend?

English Seminar 1003

1.Introduction
Japan World

o <) @)
L I3
* Between the upper and lower classes

* Through Social Media

* The cycle of fashion tremds

2.Methods

(DReading an academic paper

(@Attending a lecture at Sugino Fashion
College

(3)Conducting a survey among the students

4.Conclusion
Our prediction of next fashion trends is...

(The current year - 20years)
x (The Fandom Effect)

*(The Fandom Effect) means people who
like unique fashions inspired by their
favorite artists.

ex)Harajuku, Y2K, idols fashions

Let’s take idols as a real example!

- yumekawaii - cult-party inspired
—Japanese fashion is getting attention!

3.Results

(D&2)=The fashion cycle is about 20 years.

(3)=When people choose their clothes,

In the past : people choose their clothes,
mainly based on how others saw them.
However,more people now value their own
style over others’ opinions, and fashion
trends are increasingly influenced by artists
and idols through “Oshikatsu(Supporting
my fave).”

I'don’t know
9.1%

Strongly agree
27.3%

Disagree
18.2%

Somewhat agree
45.5%

Q. When you choose your fashion,which do you
prioritize-how others see you or your own styles?

5.References

Veblen, T. (1899). The Theory of the Leisure Class. Macmillan.
Fields, G. (1970). "The Theoretical Evolution of Fashion." Harvard Business Review.
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Japanese translations of movie titles that interest™
Japanese people

English seminor 1004

1 Introduction

We have considered in depth the
difference in impression given by the
original title and the Japanese title of a
movie, and what kind of title would be
most likely to pique Japanese interest.

2 Method, Results (1

Collect 95 foreign films’ Japanese
titles, sort into 3 groups

A. Direct / katakana
B. Interpretative translation
C. With the main character’'s name

2 If the translation of the original title matches
the meaning of the Japanese title — A

X Anything that includes main character’s
name —C

With the main
character’s name

Interpretative Direct / katakana

translation

-1

5 Consideration * Conclusion

©The hypothesis cannot be said
to be correct

© Interpretative translation is easy to
understand the meaning of words
—Easy to imagine the content of
the movie

© A translation that follows the
content of the film can serve as a
device to draw interest

Direct / katakana 64.2%
Interpretative translation 24.2%
With the main character's name | 11.6%

3 Hypothesis

“When the original title of a film is
written in katakana or translated
directly, it will attract the interest of
Japanese people the most.”

4 Method, Results (2)

Conduct a survey of 106 Ichiko high

school students

—For each one of 10 films which are
randomly selected, let them
choose the Japanese title they like
from A/B/C

With the main

character’s name Interpretative
translation
Direct / katakana
Direct / katakana 28.8%
Interpretative translation 43.4%
With the main character's name | 27.7%

DAfAavanmAana v

BITEETE BRI X2 -
https://www.kogyotsushin.com/archives/alltime/



Comparison of expressions in English and

Japanese proverbs
English seminar 1005

1.Introduction

We studied the differences in expression between Japanese and English proverbs.The proverbs

were classified into 6 groups and analyzed.

Our goal is to predict Japanese proverbs based on English ones.

2.Hypothesis

We hypothesized the following classification for
proverbs.
(1)literal translation

(2)Japanese and English proverbs sound
similar but don’t directly translate

(3)Japanese proverbs are more direct

(4)English proverbs are more direct

3.Method

Collected 15 proverbs from a Japanese-English
proverb book

Used a Japanese proverb dictionary to check if
collected proverbs are true proverbs

Analysed checked proverbs from different angles

5.Consideration

* Proverbs in category (1) are Chinese proverbs
translated into both Japanese and English

* Japanese proverbs tend to be more
figurative.

* Japanese proverbs tend to use numbers more

* Japanese proverbs tend to use
personification more

—>English proverbs tend to be designed to be
more memorable

4.Result

We found that proverbs can be classified not
only into (1)to(4),but also (5) and (6)

(5)Japanese proverbs contain numbers

(6)Japanese proverbs contain personification

6.Conclusion

Japanese proverbs often use
metaphors,numbers,and personification

English proverbs make use of techniques such as
consistent nouns,repetition of the same
noun,words with opposite meanings

7.Future Work

Not enough data for accurate research

- Additional proverbs will be examined

8.Literature

IWHE H#E - 20174 - BRI EHSXILFEHR - AEHIMR/HFRE - 1985F - HEZ EH SOOI - NPER/
bt . IO194E « THEE W RIS — L 3y T « A /E FIEE - 10004F - FESERK - BT 24



Cultural Differences Examined Through the Diversity
of Sign Language

English Seminar Group 1006

124

| luction Results
1. {Sports)

We believe there’s a connection between
the sign languages of different countries and
their unique cultures and customs. In this
project, we're researching this relationship.

ASL A gesture like clashing
thumbs.

BSL A gesture like drawing
-Methods a bow.

1.We studied five countries with populations

of over 5 million where English is spoken. ISL Assuming a fist stance.
- the United States (ASL) SGSL | Alternately thrusting

+ the United Kingdom (BSL) fists left and right.

* India (ISL) SASL | Same as ASL.

- Singapore (SgSL)
» Republic of South Africa (SASL)

We decided on these countries for our

2. (breakfast)
ASL Pick up food with your

research. hands.
2.We decide on the words to reseach BSL Use utensils to put food in
your mouth.

3.We focused on researching specific words

to explore this topic. ISL Pick up with hand.

4 We focused on: Put in your mouth.
 Sign language movements SGSL | Extend the fingertips of
 The country’s culture, ideology, etc., that one hand forward.

seemed related to the chosen terms.

5.Based on our research content, we SASL | Same as BSL

considered the connection between sign
language and culture. The examples below, sports and breakfast,

are instances where culture and customs
emerged in the sign language we
researched.

Conclusion

It became clear that inferring a country's culture and customs from its sign language is nearly
impossible. Since sign language alone provides insufficient information, Future research should
examine the differences between each country's sign language and International Sign, and
investigate the reasons for its international use

References

https://www.signasl.org/ (American Sign Language Dictionary)
https://www.signbsl.com/ (British Sign Language Dictionary)
https://indiansignlanguage.org/search-dictionary/ (Indian Sign Language Dictionary)
https://blogs.ntu.edu.sg/sgslsignbank/ (Singapore Sign Language Dictionary)
https://www.realsasl.com/?vid=925 (Republic of South Africa Sign Language)
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Inclusive gender expressions
English seminar 1007

1,Introduction

In recent years, the word 'diversity" has been used in a variety of contexts. Behind this lies,
the recognition that gender is not limited to a male and female binary, but includes a range of
identities such as non-binary and transgender individuals.We conducted research on inclusive
gender expression.

We thought that using words that include all genders instead of gendered ones will be useful in
the future. We also want these words to become the first choice.

2.Research method

1.Researched gender-inclusive language in English using online resources.

2.Based on our findings, the conventional general translation should be transformed into a
gender-sensitive translation in the future.

3.Research results

conventional Gender-Neutral / Inclusive
expression Language Additional remarks
Ladies and All Passengers, Everyone, |Forms of address used in public
Gentlemen Folks announcements.
workers, workforce, human |Terms referring to "human resources" or
manpower effort, personnel, staffing "labor force".
Person-month, staff-month,
man-month effort-month Units used to measure workload in projects.
master leader, boss, chief, head Avoiding meanings like "master" or "ruler".
homemaker, house Avoiding gender-specific terms for
housewife manager, homemakers or people doing housework.

4. Consideration

+ In these days,English avoids unnecessary gender specification like conventional expressions and
use Inclusive gender expressions.For Example, the singular “they” is used as a natural
third-person pronoun. Likewise, sentences such as “men are OO, women are OO"” are
changed in ways that avoid restricting the expression to a particular man or woman.

5. Conclusion

Gender-sensitive English avoid easy implications of gender and instead use neutral
expressions.In cases where occupations or roles have different names for men and women,
new gender-neutral terms have been introduced.

X Gendered terms have remained due to various factors such as historical background,
diversity of values, and legal or institutional systems, and they may therefore are deeply
ingrained within us. these words are not yet complete, as some of them remain deeply
linked in our culture.

We believe that by developing our awareness of non-inclusive language, we can help build
a more gender- inclusive society.

6.References

Weblio English conversation column
https://eikaiwa.weblio.jp/column/phrases/natural_english/gender-neutral-lanquage#google vignette
https://www.inspire-english.net/entry/gendered language

AFP BB News www.afpbb.com/articles/-/3235870

BBC NEWS JAPAN https://www.bbc.com/japanese/54336284
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