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How to translate comedy

Introduction
What is the most difficult part of translation?

Hypothesis 
The way to translate comedy could 
be represented in subtitles of 
American comedy shows.
Research Method
1.Watch FRIENDS
(Episode 1-3,Season 1)
2.Extract scenes where the dialogue 
differs from the Japanese subtitles
3.Analyze extracted scenes

Conclusion

Consideration
Great tip of how to translate 

"comedy" 
Result
There are 2 types of Japanese subtitles.

Shortened or slightly changed due 
to translation

Many steps of thought before 
laughing

TOEIC ACE

Translating Laughter.

dialogue

So does he 
have a 
hump?A 
hump and a 
hairpiece?

Ah, well, in here, 
anyone 
who...stands 
erect...

literal 
translations

Japanese 
subtitles

Comedy
Japan   Chaotic entertainment
America witty + communication tool

Outlook
Take a survey if is right
Understand the characteristics of 

each countries comedies      

Ways to translate comedy
Shorten the sentence
Translate to reduce steps of thought

When translating 
English Japanese

Comedy in the U.S.       logical, witty

Comedy in Japan       intuitive   

Take more steps in translation

Easy to understand

Prefer

C Imagining

3steps

Strange personC

0steps

3steps

Considering 
the scene

C

C

0steps



Result

Introduction
There are many similar stories to Cinderella, but Disney's Cinderella is the most 
popular and famous.

Consideration
Why magic is loved.

(Walt Disney s special scene)
The reason why Cinderella s heart-
warming is loved

not perfect human touch
Many animals appeared

looking)

Method
1.Take a questionnaire of students of   

Sendai Daiichi high school
(1,2 grade)

2.Read and compare the three works    
and summarize the differences    
item by item.

"Cendrillon ou la Petite    
Pantoufle (France, 1697)

"Aschenputtel"(Germany, 1812)
Cinderella (the U.S., 1952)

Conclusion
Magic
A Cinderella Story
Cinderella's charming personality
Animals

Reference

1: Chart

2

2:Comparison

Cendrillion Aschenputtel Cinderella

Feature irony cruelty kindness

Lesson
Don t judge 

people by looks.
Have a courage 

and be kind.
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