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English seminar-1

What is the real intention of O. Henry’s works

1 .Introduction

We reserchered O.Henry’s works for the purpose of clarifying his
real intention. So we read them in the original and translated
versions into Japanese in order to understand the background

and feelings of the characters.

2 .Hypothesis

His real intention came from
his feelings when he started
writing works while he was
serving because of his

6 .Conclusion

He wanted all the people in the
world to be happy.

He also wanted them to realize
the small happiness around them.

crimes as a banker.

This is his real intention.

3 .Method

(DReading a total of 20 works

and summarized a synopses and
characteristics for each .
(2Relevance to O.Henry’s life
(3cConsideration with the historical
and social background.

4 .Result

Most of the contents were related
to love and crime, and the endings
tended to be happy ones. There
were more story developments in
the latter half, with newly
discovered facts and major changes
in relationships. And generally,
there was a lot of irony and humor.

5 .Consideration

A prison is often
mentioned in O.Henry’s
works, which we believe is
due to the fact that he was
in prison. We think that
the reason why his works
have happy endings is
because he wished for
happiness during his time
in prison. We also believe
that the fact that the
characters are often poor
is related to the fact that
the gap in poverty was
widening in the U.S at the
time of O.Henry’s living.




English seminar
2" group

Should we do shadowing fast ?

Introduction

Improving English proficiency is considered an issue in Japan today. Among
them, improving listening ability is needed. Therefore, we focused on

“shadowing” as an effective means.

Hypothesis

The faster the sound source used for “shadowing” becomes , the more
improving the effect of listening ability becomes.

Methods
Target 54 students in Sendai

First High School(2" graders)
Use material
* Shadowing sound source
(Textbook : ELEMENT1)
* Listening sound source
(The EIKEN Test in Practical English
proficiency Pre-15tgrade past questions)

First listening test

4 } N
none normal fast
v v ¥
Do Do shadowing Do shadowing
nothing | at 130 wpm at 170 wpm

Second listening test

Result

* No significant difference between
“normal” and “fast” scores.

* No significant difference in the
score of “none” between the first

and second times.

Consideration

Since the difficulty of the listening questions used this time didn’t change

much from difference in scores for “normal” and “ fast” is considered to be due
to the effect of shadowing. Also, since there wasn’t much difference in effect
between “normal” and “fast” , if we do “fast” shadowing ,we can get the effect

in a short time.

Conclusion

Since there wasn’t difference in
the effect depending on the
speed of shadowing, the faster
the speed , the better efficiency is
appeared.

Reference
* Effect of Shadowing in Improving
Listening Skills

- Analysis of learning effect by high-speed

presentation of video content
* TOEFL score ranking by country
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Introduction

Do you know that movie posters differ from country to country? There are
differences in interest and culture between countries. Let’s understand
cultures differences though movie posters!

Hypothesis

In posters, foreign teenagers prefer ones with little information. Japanese
teenagers prefer ones with a lot of information.

Method

Teenagers are girls and boys aged 13 to 19 years old.

@ Caption

Conclusion
In posters, foreign
teenagers prefer
to expand their
imaginations. On
the other hand
Japanese
teenagers prefer
to know exactly
what the movie’s
world view is.

Result

Consideration

<Japanese posters>
Title:Use a proper noun.
lllustration: Express the world of the movie.
Caption: It is necessary.

It’s synopsis of the story.
<English posters>
Title:Reduce the number of words.
lllustration:Represent characters and use a lot of colors.
Caption:With or without captions doesn’t matter. If
there is, turn into an unpredicatable sentence.
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Storytelling changes in Snow White based on social context

Introduction Method
We observed the change in (1)Examine the changes in the storytelling of Snow White
storytelling based on social context. The First edition of the Grimm’s Fairy Tales=> The 7t edition
- The Grimm’s Fairy Tales -Disney movies
Hypothesis Y Y

(2)Examine the social context
The Grimm’s Fairy Tales changed (3)Consider the relationship between (1) and (2)
the stories based on social context.

Result Changes in expression (Snow White)

The First The 7th Disney movies(1937)
edition(1812) edition(1857)

The queen Real mother Stepmother Stepmother

How to kill Snow Tighten the corset  Poison on the Poisonous apple
White @1 strings combs

@ Poison on the Poison on the X
combs ribbon

Poisonous apple Poisonous apple X

How to wake up A servant hits A servant with the The prince’s kiss

Snow White Snow White on coffin stumbles.
the back.

The queen’s final Wore hot iron Wore hot iron Fell off the cliff and died

moment shoes /Kept shoes /Kept
dancing for life dancing for life

The social context Rising nationalism  The radical Uneaseiness spreads among
to reevaluate expressions people due to the Great
Germany’s ethnic were criticized after  Depression before WW II .
heritage. the First edition. Short films were the mainstream.

Consideration

The first edition — The 7th edition
The story of Snow White was changed into the ) Grimm’s Fa“"_V_Ta|e5
one which more people could enjoy. became familiar to many people

The Grimm’s Fairly Tales = Disney movies

Filled with love and emotions to escape from reality
It has been modified so that parents and children can watch them with peace of mind.

Conclusion References

The Grimm'’s Fairy Tales have been changed depending on ks xues
. . S DBHA X —DIZRIET T L
the social context like modern Japan. %giﬁi%f%é%é@ﬁ ree
imm’s Fai i i EAKE
The Grimm s.Falry Tales and Disney mewes have changed Ty L] ¢ [ ) AEE] |
their expressions and become more widespread.
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English 5 group

To learn how native speakers pronounce

Purpose

To study how Japanese students learn intonation which is closer to natural English
= (Dexamine the characteristics of Japanese students’ intonation of English
@find a better way to learn natural English intonation

Preceding study

By Hiroko Saito at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, how well Japanese college
students learn English intonation depends greatly on the types of intonation and
accents. =examine the types of intonation that high school students are not good at
and find ways to improve them

Methods

*Taking a survey of 160 students

In Sendai First High School.

l

21 students who fulfilled all
requirements read an English passage.
|

*Measuring decibels of their voice.
l

*Entering individual data into Excell.
|

*Comparing the data of a native
speaker of English with the data of

students.

Consideration

The Japanese students

—They strongly read the parts which don't
affect the meaning of the sentence very
much.

Results

Japanese students read the beginning
of the sentences strongly and stress
articles, conjunctions, and prepositions.

Future direction

Checking what part of the sentences native speakers read with particular emphasis
= Reading the passage aloud after reading the Japanese translation

= [ he intonation will become more natural because they understand the meanings of
the passage before reading it.




English-6

Effective way to improve English pronunciation

1 Introduction
At present, there are not many opportunities to learn natural English pronunciation at
school. If we can learn natural English pronunciation, we’ll become more fluent in English.

2 Hypothesis

“Learning a theory” is effective in improving English pronunciation.

3 Method
Subjects : Sendai First High School students (57people)
(D enter English sentences using voice input and record the correct answer rate
(2 divide the subjects into three groups
Group A: Learning a theory = learn the shape of one’s mouth by reading a book
Group B: Listening to music & singing = sing in imitation of the sound of music
Group C: Watching videos - watch videos where English is used in most conversations
3 practice 5-10 minutes a day, 14 days of the above content
@ enter the same English text as D by voice input and record the correct answer rate

4 Result Relationship between practice &
% correct answer rate

® Learningatheory  74.2 79.9 4+5.7
(® Listening to music& 74.2  73.5 -0.2

singing

©Watch|ng videos 728 738 +10 Learning a Listeningto Wactching
theory music & videos
singing

5 Consideration

(® Learning a theory

—Increase. Learning English pronunciation theoretically is better than just listening to it.

Listening to music & singing

—Decrease slightly. Couldn’t concentrate on pronunciation by paying too much attention
to music.

(© Watching videos

—Increase slightly. Listening ability is not enough to understand the pronunciation of the
video.

6 Conclusion
“Learning a theory” is effective in improving English pronunciation.
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Effective Way of

memorizing words

1.Introduction

* Vocabulary is important in various skills
- It’s very troublesome to learn a language apart from our native tongue
* Devising the process of memorizing vocabulary

3.Method
Target: 50 Japanese(Sendai Daiichi

High School Students)

Used words: Finnish(Spoken in
Finland)

(1)Divide the subjects into 2

groups randomly
*the subjects had no experience
learning Finnish

group@ Japanese->Finnish
group® Finnish —>Japanese

(2)Watch the short video
* Total twice a day

group

ee——
group@

(3)Carry out the test

* Two weeks after they first viewed
the video

* Translate Finnish words into
Japanese

+ 25 questions

2.Hypothesis

Memorizing [Japanese->Other language] is
more effective.

4.Result
@ @

Japanese—>Finnish Finnish->Japanese

63% 139, 50%

20%

m correct incorrect unknown

Answer for each item
50(respondents) X 25(question)

X 100(%)

(2 has correct answers better than ().

5.Consideration

The impression may have been stronger than
seeing Japanese words

The question of the test “translate Finnish to
Japanese”

- group® got more answers correct

6.Conclusion
Memorizing | Other language->Japanese] was
more effective.
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English of students at Sendai
Daiichi High School

1.Introduction

We conducted a survey of 76t graders at this school.
—>many people are not good at the comparative form.
=We looked at what mistakes we made in the field.

2.Hypothesis 3.Method

If the meanings of the Subject of study:76t" graders at
corresponding words in Sendai Daiichi High School.
Japanese and English are They solved 9 questions of the
different, the percentage of comparative form.

correct answers will decrease.

4 .Results

OQuestions with a low percentage of correct answers.
1.Q4(0/26) 1.Q6(0/26) ............... 9.Q9(14/26)

5.Consideration

ODifference in meaning between Japanese and English.

Q4 RIFHESE . AN BREFETH S,
He is as great a scholar as ever lived.

Q9.A— /LR - AA R FHEHRTHELSMLEDO—DTT,
A Rolls-Royce is one of the most expensive cars in the world.

Q4->0O a6->0O Q9> X

Therefore, the hypothesis can be said to be correct.

6.Conclusion

We have to increase the flexibility in interpreting sentences
because the difference in meaning between the corresponding
words in Japanese and English affects the correct answers rate.
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What is the difference in color image
between Japanese and English?

1.Introduction

There are many idiomatic expressions

related to color. In this study,we call
the meanings and images of colors in
such expressions “color images”.

2.Hypothesis

There are some colors that have
completely different meanings in
Japanese and English,and some
have opposite meanings.

3.Method

Research idiomatic
expressions related to colors
in Japanes and English

\

Investigate the meaning of
them and find the difference
in color images between the

two languages

U

Conduct a survey on the color
image in Japanese students of
Sendai First high school

S

Conduct a similar survey for
native English speakers using
SNS

U

Consider why such a
difference in color images was
born

Number of responses about impression of blue

100 (vote)
50
14 13 12 2
ez w
5 X & & & xS @ @ > &
& e 0 e > QO > e o e
oob & NS +<j?>\ O Q\'b 6‘6& %64 < O,;o
> <! &
Number of responses about impression of red
(vote)
100
16 15 14 1 11
0 . i ﬂ I N s —
A N S\ Q> S L ©
Q} (\Qé {(\O Q}oo "&\o (\\c’é\ ’.&\O 0\6 Qoo QN 2
& @ & N S & o~
g & “ O L N
&2 Q¥ (Joé\ C
Number of responses about impression of
yellow (vote)
100
50 79
52 49 B8 10 7 6 3 0 12
0
L QA Q Q 2 ) 3\ N &
& & F PO FTE
$® O:‘,Q © @@ &rz, <X \Q/@ g&‘% o
N3 N ®
4.Result
Most popular answers
Bloodless Correction Warning
Fear Angry Prosperity
Noble Celebration Property

How to use in common idiomatic expressions in Japanese

Youthful Absolutely Glory
Immature Dangerous Warning
Bloodless Correct Immature

How to use in common idiomatic expressions in English

Excellent Celebrate Timidity
Noble Welcome Sensational
Melancholy Fine Cowardly
5.Consideration

Comparing the two language,within the scope of this reseach,it is
considered that red and blue have a few the same color image,
whereas yellow has different images.

6.Conclution

Japan and English-speaking countries have the same color image and
different color image.
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0404 EHIBIASE—SEFFR  Miyagi Prefectural Sendai First High School
HENBAEEZHEFORX S
An Effective Way to Memorize Words
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